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and we know of an important one, on no less an authority than
that of the Khalif Omar. The worst feature of the Koran,
and which, duly considered, is fatal to its claim of a revelation,
is its palpable contradictions, and an attempt is made to save
its credit by the doctrine of abrogation ; but this shews the
unsatisfactory arrangement of the book, for the abrogated
verses sometimes follow these that abrogate. Such a theory
is very convenient, but the unbeliever has clearly a right to
ask why God should make, and at such short intervals, con-
tradictory revelations, assigning, too, no reason for the change.
Haji Khalfa, in his encyclopaedia of oriental learning, has,
among his numerous branches of the interpretation of the
Koran, one on the knowledge of abrogating and abrogated
verses ; and Maracci, in his elaborate edition of the
Koraib cites an instructive passage from Abu Alkasim
Hebat Allah, from which we learn that there are no less
than 225 abrogated commands. This is no ingenious mo-
dern device to solve the difficulty and save the reputation
of the revelation, for the contradictions are so palpable, and so
important, that they must from the first have been brought
forward by Mohammed's opponents, And he himself thus en-
deavours to meet the objection : " When we substitute a verse
in the place of a verse, (and God knows best the fitness of that
which he sends down,) unbelievers say thou art only a forger,"

This fact, which is undeniable, must convince any impartial
inquirer of the human origin of the Koran, and the absurdity
is heightened on the supposition of its being an eternal tran-
script of the divine will, especially when no cause is assigned
for the change. Thus the worshipper had been first com-
manded to turn in prayer to Jerusalem, and within a year the
Kiblah, or place to which he is to look, is changed to Mecca ;
from the temple of Solo'mon to that of Abraham. This arbi-
trary change ought to shake the faith of the Moslem. Those who
reject the authority of the Prophet can easily explain it, on the
supposition that, after a short trial, he found he had more to hope